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Letters to the Editor 


Womonspace News would like to introduce a per- | 
manent addition to our newsletter. Just below, you will | 


find our new ‘Letters to the Editor’ section. We wish to 
print letters from readers regarding current affairs, 


opinions on previous issues or other letters, or whatever | 


YOU feel is important enough to write about! 


To: Womonspace 
Re: April Issue — Homophobia 

Many people associate homophobia with the 
heterosexual community. This is not always the case, as 
is mine. For myself, being a gay woman, homophobia has 
been administered by my own “sisters” in our community. 
Had it been displayed by part of the straight community | 
would not be so angry, hurt and disappointed as | am. My 
new definition for homophobia: fear of oneself. 

|, thankfully, am not one of the gay individuals who 
changes my lifestyle with my surroundings. | am gay, 
always have been, and always will be. | am proud of who 
| am and do not feel another has the right to tell me or 
anyone how to live their life or how to act in public. This 
fact and the homophobia issue begin my story. 

My spouse Is an active player in a team sport which 
means locker rooms, close contact, and so forth. The 
team is made up of ten women, two of which are straight, 
~ the rest are gay. Before games it wasn’t uncustomary for 
me to give my spouse a light kiss on the lips, a thing 
which is not uncommon to see among couples. This 
became offensive to the majority of the team and we 
were asked to refrain from this show of affection in the 
locker room or anywhere else the team was con- 
gregated. The explanation was that our affection made 
them feel uncomfortable. 

| ask myself now — what were they uncomfortable 
with? That my spouse and | are so secure with our 
relationship and ourselves we can display affection to 
each other? | am not talking about explicit sexual acts, 
but a simple kiss. Are they uncomfortable with their own 
sexuality? If this is the case, they and every other 
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individual with homophobia should take stock of who 
they are, what they want and where they are going. In 
my opinion, they should be happy for those of us who 
are not plagued with homophobia and rejoice with us 
in our new found freedom. 

| do not understand why these people are slowing 
down the progress this community is working so hard 
to achieve. All of these voices joined with ours would 
be a great achievement for our community and society. 
We can only benefit by this. 

So, ladies, the next time you see us hugging, 
kissing, holding hands or maybe witnessing a glance 
of love between us, keep your homophobia to yourself 
and allow us the privilege of living our own lives. 

Name withheld to protect the team 


‘Dear Womonspace News: 


What have you people done to your newsletier?!?! It's 
about time! For years | used to grab Womonspace News 
with about as much fervor as one gloms onto a pizza flyer 
in a mailbox, reading it with the same unabashed en- 
thusiasm as the backs of my cereal boxes. But now? “Old 
faithful” has become quite an eloquent piece of literature 
for its size. You should be proud of your new format — it 
really appeals! Just answer me one question: What are 
your future plans — are you expanding the newsletter? 
Give us an idea of what's coming! 

Sarah M. 


NOTE: Womonspace News request that written 
materials submitted for print contain the author's first 
name and telephone number in case consent is sought 
for editorial changes in length or content of material. 
All such personal information shall be held in the 


Strictest confidence by Womonspace News. Finally, 


Womonspace News reserves the right to edit without 


| consent for the purposes fo making spelling and gram- 


matical corrections The deadline for each issue is the 


Why Sports? 


by Lisa Ashley 

For this issue of Womonspace News | agreed to 
write a profile of a well known gay female athlete — a 
simple task, or so | thought. The problem is, | couldn't 
find one. The public libraries have absolutely nothing 
on the subject (| guess there aren't any gay women in 
sports). Coincidentally, as | was pondering this, a 
buddy of mine called me up and wanted to know if I'd 
like to accompany her next week on her daily run. | 
heard myself automatically answer “Ah. . . No. Too 
early. Thanks for thinking of me, 
though”. (She runs from 6 a.m. 
to God knows when — definite- 
ly too early for me). But this got 
me thinking — why do people 
do this? Why does my friend go 
out in the senseless cold when 
she could be snuggling under her warm blankets get- 
ting a little extra sleep? And others freeze in swimming 
pools at equally ridiculous hours, or get tennis elbow, 
blisters on their butts from cycling, while still others 
are wrecking their knees playing volleyball or getting 
pummelled in floor hockey. Even all this physical 
punishment hasn't slowed the ever increasing wave of 
athletic supporters. For the past couple of decades 
there has been an unprecedented surge of awareness 
and interest in health and fitness worldwide. From 
accountants to artists, homemakers to musicians, 
women have begun to make their physical well-being 
a priority —even the most apathetic of couch potatoes 
are rolling off their sofas to hoist their knees in front of 
their TV aerobics instructors... 

Exactly what is motivating these people to “just do 
it’? | spoke to a wide assortment of gay women — 
some who were semi-professional athletes — others 
who had a favorite hobby sport — to find out what 
made them get involved with sports in the first place, 
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All of these women exuded selt- 
assuredness and a confidence 
that was attractive 


| and what makes them keep coming back for more. 


What | got was a multiplicity of answers, many funny 
Stories, a few personal anecdotes, a couple of 
philosophical dissertations and one request to go 
bowling and for pizza. 


But in the end, one fact became abundantly clear 
about all the women | spoke to: once they got into sports 
they stuck with it no matter what. The athletic experience 
had a tremendously positive effect on their lives overall 
and especially on their self-image. All of these women 
exuded self-assuredness and a 
confidence that was attractive. If 
life is a wheel where the different 
spokes are emotional, intellec- 
tual, and spiritual health, then 
the physicality of athletics in 
surely the rim that completed the 
circle and held all these aspects together — giving 
their lives overall equilibrium. 

These physically active people knew that being fit 
had far-reaching implications in all areas of their lives. 
Better concentration, more energy, higher produc- 
tivity/less negative stress were common benefits men- 
tioned. They also stressed that it was a great way to 
meet people — especially other gay women. 

Readers: face it. Those out there chanting “just do it” 
and “go hard or go home” are really onto something. But 
where does one begin?!? There are so many different 
athletic activities out there — how do you find the one? 
First, you must realize that finding a sport that “fits” you 
is like trying on underwear: If it doesn't fit you'll either be 
ina lot of pain or tripping over your ankles. 


But seriously, ask yourself these questions: 


1. Do you like getting knocked around (and knock- 
ing others around), or do you prefer non-contact 
activities that leave you unscathed? 
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2. Do you like doing things with others or do you | There are a great variety of programs available 
preter to do thing alone? i | through Edmonton Parks and Recreation, the Univer- 

3. Do you like aggressive competition or are you | sity of Albertaand notably the Y.W.C.A. There's a sport 
ono Ne prererng that there are no win- | {gr everyone out there. For all the benefits, you can’t 
LE ECINT LUE GSS | fto get involved. So, just DO IT! 

4. Do you like being indoors or outdoors (in all MTA NER IRIN TER eS 8 


weather)? Once you've asked yourself these ques- 
tions, you can determine the activity that suits you 
best. For example, if you like bodily contact and 
enjoy the outdoors and like competition with 
groups of people then rugby might be for you. Or, 
if you prefer doing things by yourself sometimes 
and enjoy challenging yourself, then you might 
consider running, cycling or weightlifting. 
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The Secret Life of an Umpire 


By Barb L. 


Behind the Mask: My Double Life in Baseball by 
Dave Pallone with Alan Steinberg is the coming-out 
Story of a gay umpire in professional baseball. Pal- 
lone traces his volatile career through nine years as 
a minor league umpire and another nine in the 
majors, before he is forced to quit when his 
homosexuality is revealed. 

After an injury shatters his dream of becoming a 
pitcher for the Red Sox, a drifting 18-year-old Pal- 
lone decides on an impulse to 
apply to Umpire Development 
School- boot camp for would-be 
umpires. Here he finds his call- 
ing, and after graduation he takes 
a rookie job onthe seedy “A” cir- 


cuit, where he works seven days a week, making barely 


enoughmoneytopayforgasand boiognasandwiches. 

Pallone concentrates on the game, stifles his 
personal life, and eventually works his way up to 
Triple A. After eight years, he is fired for accidentally 
missing a game. 

It is 1978 and the major league umpires go on 
strike. The out-of-work Pallone eagerly accepts an offer 
to cross the picket line and work in the big leagues. (His 
anemic excuse for scabbing: “! decided | owed it not 
only to me but also to my mother and father, who had 
sacrificed so | could have this chance.”) He is kept on 
when the strike is settled but suffers years of ostracism 
from the umpires who walked out. They ignore him in 
the clubhouse, refuse to eat with him, travel with him, 
or even stay in the same hotel. 

But Pallone is nothing if not bullheaded. He wins 
respect by being tougher than anybody else. A self- 
described “hardass umpire”, he continually finds him- 
self in confrontations with players, managers, and 
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league officials (always justified with the plaintive 
question, “How could | let him get away with that? So 
| threw him out of the game.”) Once, he throws out an 
entire team, along with their coach. It is obvious that 
a big part of the game's appeal for Pallone was the 
power and control it allowed him to exercise. 
Intertwined with Pallone’s baseball exploits is his 
coming-out story. He describes attempts to find the 
Right Girl, an exercise which was never as Satisfying 
as “goosing’ other boys. Convinced that his “interlude 
with a man” is never going to happen, he proposes to 
a woman. For a while, he basks 
inhaving a girlfriend: “society's 


“Baseball had really found pressures off." But he realizes 


in time that he can’t go through 


me guilty... Of DEING Gay” with it, and breaks off the 


engagement. 

Pallone finally has his first sexual encounter with 
a man at the age of thrity-one. We follow his first, 
tentative visits to gay bars, where he introduces him- 
Self as a shoe salesman. Slowly, his need to be himself 
replaces fear. He meets Scott, his first long-term lover, 
who helps him deal with the ostracism. We can feel for 
his anguish when, after three years; Scott dies ina car 
accident and Pallone must bear his grief alone. He 
solaces himself with an affair with a gorgeous, un- 
named movie star. 

Inevitably, rumours begin to circulate about 
Pallone’s sexual activities; at first, he hotly denies 
them to protect his career. Later, he comes out to 
his crewmates and to Bart Giametti, the commis- 
sioner of baseball, whom he regards as a father 
figure. Giametti assures him, “Your personal life is 
your own, Dave- as long as it doesn't interfere with 
the game itself.” 

Within four months, Giametti’s tolerance is tested. 
Pallone is.named as part of a sex ring by a by a terrified 
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fourteen-year-old boy. He is accused of having 
sex with a minor. When word of the investigation 
leaks out, Giametti pressures Pallone into taking 
a “voluntary” leave of absence. The press run 
lurid stories, quoting an anonymous witness who 
claims that he came forward because Pallone is 
“an umpire and a role model for kids.” The inves- 
tigation drags on. Several alleged participants 
are Charged. Finally, Pallone is able to prove that 
he was never alone in the company of the boy he 
was supposed to have had sex with, and the 
investigation is dropped. 

But innocence is not enough for Giametti and the 
National League. Pallone is fired anyway. In his words, 
“Baseball had really found me guilty ... of being gay.” 

Pallone’s outrage at this injustice is for me 
the best part of the book. He tellingly ridicules 
the League’s paranoia about gay players and um- 
pires. “In 1989, fifty-five million people paid 
their way into major league baseball games. Can 
you imagine any of them returning season tickets 
because they found out one of the umpires or 
players on the field was gay?” 

On the League's hypocrisy in firing him for being 
gay while winking at real offenses: “They allowed 
Cesar Cedeno to continue playing for thirteen years 
after being charged with manslaughter in the shooting 
death of a nineteen-year-old woman ... They let Lenny 
Randle play six more years after he shattered his 
managers cheekbone with a punch ... They allowed 
George Steinbrenner to operate a franchise after being 
convicted of making illegal campaign contributions. 
They didn't care when pitcher Bryn Smith was arrested 
for solicitation or, in 1989, when outfielder Luis 


Polonia was convicted of having sexual relations with 


a fifteen-year-old female minor... What was the mes- 


sage there - that baseball considered manslaughter, 
political corruption, solicitation, and sex with a female 
minor more acceptable than being gay?” 

To avoid a lawsuit, the National League gave 
Pallone a substantial out-of-court settlement, a vir- 
tual admission that he had been discriminated 
against. 

Readers who are not ardent sports fans will find 
the play-by-play commentary and Howard-Cosell 
harangues which saturate this book tedious, and 
womyn may be turned off by Pallone’s tough-quy 
posturing. But other aspects of his story are univer- 
sal. We have all struggled with coming out, lied to 
our friends and colleagues, feared for our jobs, 
yearned for a lover, and lost one. Most of us have 
not had to face the loss of a job we love, let alone a 
false accusation of sexual abuse, or the revelation of 
our orientation on national TV. Pallone did not come 
out of the closet voluntarily, but once out, he has 
done us proud. Instead of shrinking away in shame, 
he claimed self-respect, for himself and for all of us, 
by publicly proclaiming his pride in being gay. His 
cry of defiance, “Screw it. Be proud of who and what 
you are,” should inspire all of us. We need heroes, 
and Dave Pallone qualifies. 

This might also be a good book to give to a redneck 
relative who loves sports but hates queers. Pallone’s 
toughness on and off the field and his straight talk 
about being gay will challenge and possibly educate 
such people. 

Behind the Mask is available at the main branch of 
the Edmonton Public Library (call #927.96357 PAL). 


PAGE 6 


WOMONSPACE NEWSLETTER MAY, 1991 


Limerick Contest Winners 


Well, we asked for it, and we got it. You all certainly had 


a OU e First Prize— Ferron’s new casette tape 
no qualms about sending us your raunchiest, dirtiest (some 


might say offensive) limerick creations. Every single entry was Ha pile 
a hoot to read; however, we had to go with the more “printable” ° Second Prize — new release by Naiad Press 
Ones in choosing the winners. It was a challenge, but we finally Passions Legacy 
picked what we thought were the best three — keeping in @ Third Prize — 12 month calendar titled 
mind lyrical style, for, and of course, our personal opinions. “Twelve Women" 
Thank-you to the many readers who responded — to you we 
Say: Send us your bawdy limericks and day — we love ‘em. (Fora 
copy of all the entries send a stamped self-addressed envelope to: Winners — please leave your name and number 
Limerick List, Womonspace News, Basement, on the Womonspace line (425-0511) and we willmake 
9930 - 106 Street, Edmonton T5K 1C7). arrangements to deliver your prize. 
First Prize Winner Second Prize Winner 
There was a young dyke from the docks There once was a dish named Carrie 
Who could pick up small coins with her box Whose woman found her to hairy 
She practiced these tricks She trimmed her up quick 
‘Til she picked up gold bricks Gave her such a good lick 
Then she rifled the vaults of Fort Knox Are they happy? Oh, yes, and very! 
“ ‘ : This woman she liked to ramble 
Third Prize Winner Each relationship she liked to gamble 
An old dyke from South Dakota She got caught with a bunny 
collected a clutch of male scrota Her nose in the honey 
The hairy brown hide Unfortunately she’s ina scramble 
She opened and dried 


And the contents she smoked with peyote 


Honourable Mentions 4 aha 
Writing a Limerick is easy 


No problem to tend to the sleazy 

If you're writing for money 

And still have to be funny 

The limerick's so clean that it's queasy 


There was a masseuse we Call Karen 
Her craft, for free, she’d be sharin’ 
We all tried to pay 

But she’d say “No way!" 

That gratuitous woman named Karen 


There was an old dyke at the dance 


7 If you go with her you take a chance 
These were among the least In her brown leather jacket 


offensive — really | Nameless sex is her racket 
| That decrepit old dyke at the dance 
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Common “eal 
Woman Books’ | 


Common Woman Books 
has moved to a new location, 
but it’s still the best place in 
town to buy lesbian literature. 
Common Woman Books also 
carries the Womonspace News. 
The bookstore’s new address 
is: 10812 - 82 Avenue. 


Lesbian Moms 
— You’re not alone 


Anyone interested in forming an informal lesbian 
parent group, call Lisa at 465-6546 


Answers to last month’s 
crossword 


DOWN: 1. Prejudice 2. Bashing 3. Disown 4. At- 
titudes 5. Hiding 6. Fear 7. Criticism 8. Disgust 9. 
Closet 10. Isolation 11. Ridicule 12. Stereotype 13. 
Beatings 14. Bigot 15. Taunt 16. Hurt 17. Loneliness 
18 Hate 19. Anger 20. Pain 21. Redneck 22. Legislation 
23. Awareness 24. Ignorance 


ACROSS: 1. Scapegoat 2. Society 5. Rigid 7. 
Conservative 8. Discrimination 9. Macho 10.Terror 11. 
Insults 12. Lies 13. Indoctrination 14. Rude 15. In- 
tolerance 16. Exclude 18. Homophobia 21. Secret 23. 
Media 24. Violence 25. Invisible 26. Crime 27. Educa- 
tion 28. Pressure 29. Outrage 30. Restraint 31. Pride 
32. Narrow 


ies ae berecrive aan Eel 


ry aa /(h hi mn nt ive 
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LUPE Sf 


T¢#s so Mice fo Have 
somean€ to talk To. 


Community Unity 
Gay Pride Week ’91 


The theme of this years gay pride celebration is 
community unity. The traditional dance and picnic will 
be held, as well as other events. Womonspace will host 
a Wine and Cheese Night on June 20 to celebrate our 
tenth anniversary. Please phone Deb Nousek (455- 
4332) if you would like to organize an event for Gay 
Pride Week. 
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Lovesick2 Girlfriend Problems? 


Womonspace presents . . . 


Loretta Love is presently 
completing a B.A. in 

' Psychology, and has exten- 
Sive experience assisting 
women with their concerns. 


Dear Loretta: 


| have a friend that | am very close to — | love 
her a lot (not as an intimate but as a friend). This 
woman has been in a relationship for just about a 
year, a relationship which began as a positive ex- 
perience but has deteriorated into a constant emo- 
tional battle where she is always the loser. Over the 
past few months | have watched her repeatedly 
traumatized by her girlfriend, who seems to be 
undecided about her loyalty to the relationship. My 
friend (I'll call her “Sue”) has been the only one 
trying to make the relationship work. | am greatly 
concerned as | have watched her go from being a 
happy loving woman to a depressed cynic who has 
given up her friends and family to “prove” her love. 
| know that she’s very unhappy — she is constantly 
telling me of the problems she has been having with 
this woman. In fact, the difficulties she has with 
“Sue” are the very same issues her family and 
friends complain of. If | mention this to her, though, 
she becomes defensive and tries even harder to 
make the relationship work! How can | help her 
break free? You may think this is none of my busi- 
ness but | care too much to watch her destroy 
herself in the pursuit of a mirage when there are so 
many terrific people in the community who would 
love her for the person she is. 


Signed, Suffering in Silence 


_ Advice to the Lovelorn 
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Your questions and letters 
are welcome! Loretta will 
try to answer as many let- 
lers as possible. Please 
submit your mail to Loretta 
Love, c/o Womonspace, 


Dear Suffering: 

You are definitely in a very difficult position. If 
“Sue” is willing to spend time with you without her 
girlfriend it might help to take her out, so that she can 
be around people who may respond more positively to 
her. Be honest. Tell her that you're concerned and can't 
Stand to see her hurt. Be there if she needs you. but 
remember that “Sue” is an adult and has made a con- 
scious decision to be with someone she has chosen. 
She may even decide to stay with this person for a very 
long time. If that's the case, there's not a whole lot you 
can do but try and understand. 

Loretta 
Dear Loretta: 

lf women are lesbians because they love women 
— then why are they attracted to women who have 
masculine qualities, and look and act like men? 

Signed,A feminine woman who 
loves feminine women 
Dear Femme, 

Just because a woman has some masculine at- 
tributes doesn’t make her any less a woman. 

Loretta 


Dear Readers: 
Q. How can you tell when a lesbian shows up for 


__asecond date? 


A. She's driving a moving van full of her stuff. 
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Fun & Profit 


Womonspace welcomes applications from groups 
who would like to co-sponsor a dance. 

Co-sponsoring groups receive a third of the dance 
profits in return for providing volunteers to work at the 
dance. Leave your name and number on the 
Womonspace line (425-0511) if your group is interested. 


Be a Kid Again 


Womonspace is organizing an afternoon at 
Whitemud Amusement Park on May 25. Cost will be 
approximately $10.00 (we will receive a discount 
depending on how many people come). The amuse- 
ment park has a range of attractions including go- 
karts, bumper boats, miniature golf, and a batting 
cage. Sign up at the May dance or leave your name on 
the Womonspace line (425-0511). Meet at the park 
(7411 - 51 Ave.) at noon on May 25. 


Upcoming 
Newsletter Issues 


June — Lesbian Marriage 
Are you married, or thinking about it? What would 
you Say to other couples? 
July — Reproduction and Parenting 
What's it like raising kids in the gay community? 
is there enough support? 
August — Lovers in Other Lands 
Lesbian perspectives from foreign countries. 


Womonspace 
General Meeting 


1. Motion: To accept the minutes of the previous 
meeting 
Janet C./Sandi S. — Carried 


2. Motion: To ratify Janie as dance coordinator 
Janet C./Sandi S. — Carried 


3. Motion: That the co-sponsoring group for the May 
'91 dance will be the Old Abbey Ball 
Hockey Team 

Agathe B./Jacquie B. — Carried 


4. Motion: That Womonspace purchase two cassette 
tapes to be used for recording the Womonspace 
newsletters 

Sandi S Janet C. — Carried 


5. Motion: That Womonspace increase the annual 
membership fee by $5.00 effective next member- 
ship year. 

Barb L./Sandi S. — Carried 


6. Motion: That Womonspace spend up to $250.00 
in order to host the wine and cheese party, to be 
held in June ‘91. 

Jacquie B./Janie — Carried 

7. Motion: To adjourn the meeting 

Janie B./Pauletie C. — Carried 
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Classified Advertising 


As a service to our readers, the Womonspace News 
will print short ads from individuals at no charge. So, 
if you're looking for a roommate, or a mountain bike, 
or something of a more personal nature . . . Mail ads 
to: Womonspace News, Basement, 9930 - 106 St. T5K 
1C7. Deadline is the 15th of the month. 


TWUOU'S sii 


10128 - 100 Street Edmonton T5J ON8 
428-0320 


Call us for your catering needs. 
Anne Mageau — Khristina Savage — Pam Barrett 


Aunt Willma’s 


BABYSITTER AVAILABLE 


More than rt ODETTE 
Pies ne | Experienced babysitter will babysit your children, 
Custom Floral Designs evenings of the Womonspace Dances or other times. 


Please call Lianne at 465-6456. 


Caterer for Womonspace Dances 
We Create Events 


W.J. Thompson — 474-7328 


| | HAPPY ANNIVERSARY LINDA 
#204,5316- 118 Ave. Edmonton AB T5C 1C4 | 


lf every year to follow is as wonderful as the first, 
my life will never be empty. Your love is my light 
and | love you. 

Gail 


Doors Open 4pm 
Musictory a nae eal) 2) 10 pm 
BarServieto 2am 
Dancing to. SOO aie ey eed are 
(Friday&Saturday | 4am) 


Lot NU Rae eleva 


| 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
| 
| 


ALL WEEK PARTY — DOORS AT 4 PM “Custom Art Framing” 
No Cover Charge to 9 PM — FREE Pool Tables £160 E60 Ave ® Oitewell Shooping Centre 
10345 - 104 ST. EDMONTON ALBERTA Edmonton AB  T6B OP2 


(403) 426-3150 465-0534 
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Womonspace Activities 


All Womonspace activities are open to members |. ——————.. 7 
and non-members. Activities are free unless | Amusement Afternoon 


otherwise fioled. & Very Ole IS WEICOrie May 25: Afternoon at Whitemud Amuse- 


ment Park (7411-51 Avenue). Meetat noon. 

| : See Page 10 for more details. 
General Meeting 

Newsletter Meeting 


May 19, 3:00 p.m., Womyn's building 
(Basement, 9930 - 106 Street). 


May. 14, 7:30 p.m., Womyn's building 
(Basement, 9930 - 106 Street). 


Lesbian Drop-in Dance Meeting 


May 16, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., Womyn's building | May 2, 7:30. Call the Womonspace line 
(Basement, 9930 - 106 Street). (425-0511) for the location. - 


Card nee eee Womonspace Dance 
n 
sabe ee May 18, 8:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m., Bonnie 


May 24, 7- 10 p.m., Paul Kane House (10227 | Doon Hall (9420 - 93 Street) Admission: 
- 121 Street). NOT MAY 31 AS POSTED IN THE | Members - $4.00, Non-members - $7.00. 
APRIL NEWSLETTER | Co-sponsored by Old Abbey. 


Credits 
Kerri, Barb L., Sue 1, Wray D., Lisa A. 
Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace News do not 
necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of Womonspace. 
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Edmonton, Alberta T5K 107 

Phone: 425-0511 


